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          By: Evangelist Joseph o Olorunnisola             Date: December 15, 2007
The Amazing Joy of Christmas

Jesus Christ – The only Savior of Mankind

Something is evidently puzzling!!! There is something that is amazingly strange about the ways of God. It is quite strange. It is difficult to comprehend or reconcile with the ways of man. This God is so massive in His majesty, of no comparison in His holiness, Almighty and Supreme in power, limitless in space and dominion, and boundless in power. The Omnipotent- God of unlimited power, authority and influence, the Omnipresent, present in all places at all times, the Omniscient - having infinite awareness, understanding, insight and complete knowledge of all things; most opulent and singular in His beauty of glory. It is strange indeed that from the inception of the ages, this awesome God has continued to pitch His tent only with the lowly, rather than the mighty, deriving His joy and pleasure only from the humble and running His ministry only through those who are considered by the world as worthless. Those without any reputation. To Him; Kings, Queens, Presidents and all the powerful are regarded as no more than grasshoppers, the nobles and elites as ants, and the entire universe as no more than a single drop in a bucket, only counted as small dust on a scale. (See Isa. 40 12-26) But the unworthy, the humble and submissive, the destitute, those of ignoble estate are regarded by Him as the Princes and Princesses of Heaven.

Let us together examine the birth of the Messiah, the Almighty, King of all kings and the Savior of mankind. First, the genealogy: Tamer, Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba – women of paganism, possessing hedonistic and promiscuous behaviors, are the only women found within the genealogy of our Lord Jesus Christ – not pious women such as Sarah, Rebecca, Deborah…etc.

Tamar; a Canaanite deceived her father-in-law (as a harlot), Judah, into going to bed with her, resulting in the conception and delivery of twin to Judah. Gen 38:12-27. In spite of the ugliness of the story, Tamar’s place in Jesus’ genealogy is one of redemption. God used her to accomplish His far reaching will – and to bring Judah, once a ruthless and proud man, to repentance and humility,

Rahab: Also a Canaanite, she was a professional prostitute in Jericho. She protected the Israeli spies at her own risk – all because she’s heard of their God. Her part in Jesus’ genealogy speaks of God’s complete forgiveness of her past and His total love and commitment to the salvation of sinners. No matter how grievous your sins may be, you are still loved as His child. Repent, come to Him and He will gladly receive you unto Himself.

Ruth: Rahab’s descendant, Boaz married Ruth – a Moabite – a people of paganism abhorred by God. This marriage gave birth to Obed, the Father of Jesse, and the Father of Kind David. The inclusion of Ruth in the lineage of Jesus emphasizes the fact that God adores pagans with virtuous hearts than believers that are trying to pass off their pious rationalism or ‘churchianity’ as righteousness.

Bathsheba: This was the adulterous wife of Uriah who slept with King David. The death of Uriah was schemed by King David to cover up his unholy affairs with the wife. The Lord revenged with generational sword in the house of David and humiliation of the kingship of David. Yet Jesus’ genealogy reveals redemption in Bathsheba’s seemingly disastrous life. King Solomon, Bathsheba’s second son to David was also considered as Jesus’ legal ancestor. The ways of the Lord are indeed mysterious! “He has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things that are mighty, and the base things of the world and the things which are despise God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are. So that no flesh will see himself as anything before God.” 1 Cor1:26-29. Judge not and condemn nobody, or see yourself as holier. Only God is Holy.
Birth of Christ: Can you believe that the King of the entire everlasting Universe was born in a poor little village of Bethlehem by Mary who was virtually unknown in the society. “My soul magnifies the Lord…For He has regarded the lowly estate of His maidservant; for behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed” says Mary in Luke 2:47-48. The Almighty King was not born in a maternity home, but in a poor, ordinary manger, no new woolen swaddle but only a wrap of hay. The holiest of births was not announced by the angels to rulers, kings or nobles, but to those who had no place of real importance in the world. Those who were regarded as outcasts, the shepherds. Jesus Christ, Himself, actualized His ministry of salvation not with the professors or nobles, but with fishermen, carpenters and those considered worthless in the society.

Christmas therefore marks the birth of Supreme humility, divine love, peace and joy of redemption for mankind. It marks the birth of the Almighty King of Glory.

All powers and authority, in heaven and earth, solutions to all problems, answers to all questions and above all, the key to everlasting Kingdom of glory are all with Him. Believe Him, trust Him totally and focus on Him absolutely, and you will be established.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego’s focus was not on the burning fiery furnace, but on Him who created the fire and had power over it-the Lord Jesus.

Daniel’s focus was not on the lions when he was thrown into their den, but on Him that created the lions and who had power over them. So also were Esther and Mordecai- their focus was not on the evil plan and decree to annihilate all Jews maliciously, sponsored by Haman, but on who says that no weapon fashioned against us shall ever prosper. 

Today, I beseech you to shake off the arrogance, pride and bitterness in your life and clothe yourself with humility, love and peace with all people to be counted as one of His own. Make a sincere atonement to those that you have offended, forgive and forget the sins of those who have offended you, and make your life a radiation of the love of Christ.
                                  Merry Christmas and most fulfilling  2008.
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