The Seven Faces of Faith

                                          By: Evangelist Joseph O Olorunnisola
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen… But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11: 1,6)

Faith remains a word or concept that appears quite elusive in theory, paradoxical in practice and most simplistically marketed by a number of professional and occupational evangelists as a path of convenience to God.
Romans 10:6-9 is often widely quoted: “…The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” The message is indeed, as simple, but the wider application is not. Otherwise, Christ would not have said in Luke 18:8 “Nevertheless, when the Son of man comes back, shall He find faith on the earth?” I tell you in all sincerity, if the application of faith is as simple as the mission statement, then Satan and his host of demons are hopeful!!!

The 1st face of faith: Who is this God that raised Christ up? Knowing, understanding and appreciating the personhood of God is imperative to your appreciation of Christ. It is a critical foundation of faith. Without an appreciation and unwavering trust of this underlying Rock, your faith in Christ will rupture at the slightest attack by Satan. “Every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit” Matt 7:17. You must know the father to appreciate the royalty of the Son. He is a loving Father, gracious, caring, compassionate and awesome. I am talking about the Sovereign God, of heaven, the Creator of all things, and the Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ – He created the earth and spanned out the heavens with His right hand. The oceans covering the entire surface of the earth were pooled together and their boundary decreed by His majesty. “…I am He, I am the First, I am also the Last. Indeed My hand has laid the foundation of the earth, and My right hand has stretched out the heavens; when I call to them, they stand up together.” Isaiah 48:12-13. He is limitless in time, boundless in space, infinite in glory and Almighty in power. He is omnipotent – of unlimited authority and influence,  omnipresent – present in all places at all times, Omniscient – of infinite awareness, understanding and insight, possessive of complete, overall, and universal knowledge of all things. He is without any comparison. He is the creator of all things, visible and invisible, in heaven, earth and the seas. “Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket, And are counted as the small dust on the scales…All nations before Him are as nothing, And they are counted by Him less than nothing and worthless”…”Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, He brings the princes to nothing; He makes the judges of the earth useless. Lift up your eyes on high, And see who has created these things, who brings out their host by number; He calls them all by name, by the greatness of His might, and the strength of His power; Not one is missing.” Isaiah 40: 13-26
“There is none besides Me. I am the LORD, and there is no other; I form the light and create darkness, I make peace and create calamity; I, the LORD, do all these things.” Isaiah 45:6-7

His marvelous works, wonders and dreadful judgment are worthy of remembrance. He rained fire and brimstone to reduce the abominable land of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, called for seven years of famine to ruin and re-define the abundance of idolatry in ancient Egypt, ravaged their empire with ten major disasters and called their dynasty into extinction. He made a 90 yr old woman to conceive and deliver a promised child. He parted the Red Sea, halted the movement of the sun upon Mt. Gibeon and the moon over the valley of Ajalon for a whole day. By His might, He turned the Rock to standing water, the flint into a fountain of water, and established a flowing river in deserts. His chariots and armies are innumerable, and His weapons of war are uncountable, and undescribable in number, diversity and destructive force: generating volcanoes that emit hell fire on mountains, igniting tsunami from the bottom of the sea and propelling killer hurricane as part of His weapons of war. Lightning, storm and thunder are His messengers. He is the Almighty King of eternal life, the Almighty King of the Angels and the Almighty King of the entire Universe. This is the root of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Christ is the Heir to this awesome throne of grace and power.
2nd Face: Your total acceptance of God Almighty – Jehovah as your creator, and your only God without adding anything fetish. He must be worshipped in truth and spirit. There is no option. This is the foundation of your faith as a believer. Do you understand?

3rd Face: Knowing the way of the Sovereign God of the Bible: And Moses said “Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight.” Exodus 33:13 And Jesus answered in John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me…” He is the truth and the righteousness of God. He is the quickening Spirit and the giver of eternal life. Without Jesus Christ in your life, you cannot see or please God. Why? Many see themselves as heaven-bound. They see themselves as righteous, using other people as their standard of comparison. But when held up against God’s standard of perfect holiness, every person has indeed sinned and fallen short of God’s glory. The holy God cannot tolerate the slightest of sin in His presence and He proclaimed that the penalty of sin is death (Romans 6:23). The only acceptable eraser for your sins is the perfect blood of Jesus Christ shed on the Cross of Calvary. If you are incensed by your intellect, pride or stubbornness in rejecting the free offer of salvation: failing to accept Christ as your Lord and Savior, you will perish and end up in eternal hell fire. No matter how righteous you are, you are still no better than a filthy rag before the blameless holiness of God. The bridge spanning the gap between each individual and God is crossed only through an act of faith: acknowledging the need for a savior and accepting Christ’s death on the cross as payment for one’s sins. Do you understand?

4th Face: Who is this Christ? “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.” Col 1:15-17
5th Face: What is the essence of our faith in Christ? – Resurrection from death. If our faith in Christ is only to have peace and joy in the world, then we are the most miserable. “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruit of them that slept.” 1 Cor. 14:19-20. He has through death destroyed him that had the power of death, that is, the devil. Heb 2:14. Death has been swallowed up in victory: the victory of the grave over believers have been destroyed, the sting of death which is sin has been nailed to the cross and the strength of sin which is the law has been replaced with Grace. Thus said Jesus Christ in John 11:25-26 “…I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. 

6th Face: Do you believe this?”  Do you believe that when death comes knocking, you cannot resist. Neither your doctor nor a life support machine is of any use when your time is up. For those without Christ, death opens the door into eternal hell fire, but for believers, it opens the door into the welcoming hands of the holy angels and Christ the Lord, into the beauties and glories of paradise. You have a choice. Do you understand.
7th Face: Finally, why not make your salvation a certainty by keeping His commandments, and worshipping Him. This is the whole duty of man. Ecclesiastes 12:13-14.
If you love me, says Jesus Christ, “keep my commandments.” John 14:25

After accepting Christ into your life, if you continue in sins, then you are of the devil, and not one of His own.  “…Whoever has been born of God does not sin…” 1 John 3:7-10 Do not be deceived: NO fornicator, idolater, adulterer, homosexual, sodomite, thief, covetous, drunkard, reviler, or extortioner  will enter the kingdom of God. 1 Corin. 6:9. They shall all have their portion in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone. This is the second death. Rev. 21:8. Do you understand? 
Repent today, withdraw from sins, accept Jesus Christ into your life and believe in Him. Worship God Almighty and keep His commandments and you will be saved!
Yes, you are everything in this world, and you have everything. But remember that you brought nothing into this world, and you will take nothing to the grave. Your time in this world is so short; you are simply passing through. Where are you going thereafter? Where are you spending your eternity: Heaven or Hell!!! The choice is yours.
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