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Evangelist Joseph Olorunnisola                                                     Date: February 1, 2009
 Rules of Civility and Decent Behavior
By George Washington
1. Every Action and utterance in a Group/Company ought to be with Some Sign of respect, to those that are present. 


2. When talking to an elder, do not put your hands in your pocket.


3. Do not first stretch out your hand to shake an elder or someone who is superior and do not attempt to pat those who are elderly or superior on the back.


4. If You Cough, Sneeze, Sigh, or Yawn, do it not loud but privately; and Speak not in your Yawning, but put Your handkerchief or Hand before your face and turn aside. 


5. Do not Sleep or pretend to be sleeping when others Speak, Sit not when others stand, Speak not when you should hold your Peace, walk not on when others Stop. 


6. Be no flatter; neither play with any that delights not to be played with.


7. Let your Countenance be pleasant but in Serious Matters somewhat grave.


8. Show not yourself glad at the misfortune of another though he were your enemy.

9. When you see a Crime punished, you may be inwardly pleased; but always show pity to the Suffering Offender. 


10. Do not laugh too loud or too much at any Public Spectacle. 


11. Associate yourself with Men of good Quality if you Esteem your own Reputation; for it is better to be alone than in bad Company.


12. Let your Conversation be without malice or envy, for it is a Sign of a tractable and commendable nature: And in all Causes of Passion allow reason to govern.
13. Never express anything unbecoming, nor act against the Moral Rules before your inferiors.


14. Reprehend not the imperfections of others for that belongs to Parents, Masters and Superiors.


15. Think before you Speak, pronounce not imperfectly nor bring out your Words too hastily but orderly & distinctly.

16. Be not Curious to Know the Affairs of Others neither approach those that Speak in Private.


17. Undertake not what you cannot perform but be careful to keep your promise.


18. When your Superiors talk to anybody hearken not neither Speak nor Laugh.


19. Speak not Evil of the absent for it is unjust.


20. Rinse not your mouth in the Presence of Others.


21. In Company of your Betters be not longer in eating than they are and lay not your arm but only your hand upon the table.


22. If others talk at Table be attentive but talk not with Meat in your Mouth.


23. Labor to keep alive in your Breast that Little Spark of Celestial fire Called Conscience.


24. Speak not injurious Words neither in Jest nor Earnest Scoff at none although they give Occasion.


25. Be not forward but friendly and Courteous; the first to Salute, hear, and answer and be not Pensive when it's a time to Converse.


26. Do not discuss critical issues of others in the presence of your children or allow them into the secret of others; it is immoral and ungodly.


27. When Elders or Superiors are talking or discussing, keep silent unless invited.


28. Be not delightfully hasty to disseminate news of misfortune but be a carrier of truthful good news.
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