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By: Evangelist Joseph O. Olorunnisola             Date: October 12, 2008
Do You Know:
You are the Epistle of Christ?
“Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men: Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink but with the spirit of the living God; not in table of stones, but in fleshy lusts of the heart.” 2nd Corinth 3: vs 1 – 3.
You do not become an epistle of Christ simply by your religiosity or churchianity: Going to the church regularly, feasting on the word, joining the prayer group, fasting day in and day out, joining various Christian forums and retreats and chanting “Praise the Lord” or “Halleluiah” all over the place.

It involves a total embracement of Christ’s values and disciplines, hardships and endurance, His love, meekness humility and the unrepentant focus on Heavens in the entire spectrum of your lifestyle: a committed determination to remain steadfast even in the shadow of Gethsemane and Calvary. Putting it in the words of Francis of Assisi, discipleship or being an epistle of Christ or following Christ is not simply the most important thing in life – it is the only thing. It is simply a matter of eternal life and eternal death.

As Christians, sometimes when we listen to incisive and spiritually provoking sermons, our hearts instantly return to God but sooner the flesh draws us back into the world’s glamour and the word of God becomes unprofitable in our image to the world. Discipleship demands that we put aside all non essentials, stop playing word games, fighting for ranks and robes but rather come to the essence of things.

Are we indeed epistles of Christ, when we still live our lives in conspiracy against others, in bitterness, anger, hatred, cheating, lying, unpolished language, adultery, fornication, pride, idolatry, inordinate ambition and all forms of unholiness. Are these images of Christ, or of Satan? Certainly, these are epistles of Satan and those who are still living in these things are evangelizing for Satan and not Christ. They are ministers of Lucifer. (1 John 3:6-10)
The essence for the follower of Jesus lies in living by faith and not by religion, living practically like Him in meekness, peace, love, truth, endurance, and patience rather than preaching Him, but exhibiting the values of Satan in our personhood. Living by faith consists in continuously evaluating our totality, redefining and reaffirming our identity with Christ, measuring ourselves against Him – not measuring Him against our church dogmas and local heroes. Jesus is the light and the Salt of the word. He demands the same from you.
Are we indeed epistles of Jesus Christ, when our focus is never on the primary purpose for which you are sent into the world: to be a source of pleasure and glory unto God – surrendering your life as a living sacrifice unto Him and giving unto others your love, your service, assisting others materially, financially, emotionally, spiritually and physically to make life worthy of living for them. On the contrary, you are self-centered in exploiting others, and always receiving from others. Have you forgotten that when you leave this world you can take with you nothing that you have received? 1Tim6:7 – those certificates, honors, titles, positions, wealth, spouses and even children – but only what you have given – love, charity, honest service, sacrifice for God and to human beings, will accompany you to heaven. Remember that on the day of judgment that question will not be, How religious was your walk in life, how long did you spend on prayer, or what denomination did you belong to? But rather only those two questions – How spiritual, faithful and committed was your worship service to God? How did you respond to your brothers and sisters in need? This is a reliable measure of your discipleship. Matt 25:31-46

The Epistle of Christ involves the manifestation of discipleship in Christ: a mirror of the image of Christ, a manifestation of His attributes, His passion for the Heavenly Father, His love for others, His patience in tribulation and His total meekness and righteousness in disposition. It calls for a complete transplant of the heart, and a total revolution of your personhood and lifestyle. Your inner life must be centered on Jesus Christ, His will must become a river of life and the bloodstream keeping you alive. Your heart must be restlessly thirsty for prayer, a heart that becomes a sanctuary of praises for God, a craze for worship service and profound commitment to the ideals of service to others.

Are you still a lethargic/dull worshipper – who worships God in convenience? Are you still a careless and lousy talker? Are you still full of personal ego seeking personal recognition and glory? Are you still indulging in hatred and bitterness towards others? Are you still indulging in fornication, adultery or homosexuality? Are you still a child of violence, anger, fighting and hostility? Are you still an idol worshipper or practitioner of voodoo and fetish habits? Are you still aiding drug abuse, stealing or robbery? Examine yourself today and change. Let religion/worship service exist in you as an acute fever, and the passion for Christ as an incurable cancer eating up all the fabrics of your system, cry out for Christ’s baptism of fire: meditating always on the laws and ways of God; turn to Him in prayer while driving, cooking, conversing…etc. 

You are the epistle of Christ and not of Satan: the world is reading you through your lifestyle, your talk, your behavior, your work and your entire disposition. Heavens are equally watching you in all your secret places, your secret conversations, and your secret thoughts to reward you accordingly in this world and in the world to come. Be conscious of this!

Everlasting Life of glory and abundant blessings are set at your right hand, and eternal condemnation into the lake of fire and curses in this world are set at your left hand. Deut. 30:19-20. Make a sensible choice and live forever in joy, peace, abundant blessing and glory of God.
May the good Lord of the Sabbath bless you and grant you the heritage of Jacob. Happy Sabbath.
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