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Evangelist. Joseph. O. Olorunnisola



Date: May 2, 2010 
Struggling with the sin of Achan
The battles were not of the Israelites, but of God. Ten great nations of giants and warriors including the Amorites, Moabites, Bashan, Jebusites, Hivites, Hittites, Anakin, giants like the Zamzummim, were either totally subdued or destroyed by the Israelites. Israelites were few in number, untrained in warfare, and small in stature - yet they moved from victory to victory because of the Force behind them; the Holy One of Israel - for God is a man of war, a mighty warrior, the Ancient of days and a dreadful and unconquerable warlord of infinite power. He breaks down and no one can rebuild!

       Jericho, a strategic Canaanite stronghold and oldest known city in ancient Canaan was fortified by a double ring of walls, the outer wall was 6 feet thick and the inner wall was 12 feet thick, while the height was placed at 70feet. Indeed, a strongly fortified city built on a hill. Yet the entire wall came down flat, through the mighty hand of the Host of Heaven, without the Israelites striking a single hammer at the wall or lifting a finger. Great nations fell before Israel and mighty kings were totally uprooted. Yet Israel's 30,000 elite soldiers were, subsequent to the fall of Jericho, conquered and thoroughly humiliated by Ai - a small town east of Bethel with a mere population of 12,000. Why? - The strength of Israel had backed away. The Holy One had withdrawn from His people.

"Then Joshua tore his clothes, and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of the Lord until evening, he and the elders of Israel; and they put dust on their heads. 7 And Joshua said, “Alas, Lord God, why have You brought this people over the Jordan at all—to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? Oh, that we had been content, and dwelt on the other side of the Jordan!...10 So the LORD said to Joshua: “Get up! Why do you lie thus on your face? 11 Israel has sinned, and they have also transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. For they have even taken some of the accursed things, and have both stolen and deceived; and they have also put it among their own stuff. 12 Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because they have become doomed to destruction. Neither will I be with you anymore, unless you destroy the accursed from among you. 13 Get up, sanctify the people, and say, ‘Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, because thus says the Lord God of Israel: “There is an accursed thing in your midst, O Israel; you cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the accursed thing from among you.” 
" 20And Achan answered Joshua and said, “Indeed I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, and this is what I have done: 21 When I saw among the spoils a beautiful Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. And there they are, hidden in the earth in the midst of my tent, with the silver under it.” 22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the silver under it. 23 And they took them from the midst of the tent, brought them to Joshua and to all the children of Israel, and laid them out before the Lord. 24 Then Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, the silver, the garment, the wedge of gold, his sons, his daughters, his oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent, and all that he had, and they brought them to the Valley of Achor. 25 And Joshua said, “Why have you troubled us? The Lord will trouble you this day.” So all Israel stoned him with stones; and they burned them with fire after they had stoned them with stones." (Joshua 7: 20-25)
An accursed thing is a damnable thing, or act. An act that violates the instruction of God. An act that is detestable and repugnant to the Holiness and Righteousness of God. The sin of Achan is of four dimensions, like the sin of David with Bathsheba - "I saw...I coveted...I took...I concealed" The pattern of God's judgment has remained consistent from ancient time up till now. The Lord is slow to anger and tarrying in execution of His judgment, but from the inception of time up till this day, no sinner has ever escaped His judgment - and when the sentence is executed, some  members of the  household are not spared. The punishment of Korah, Dathan and Abiram, Saul/David are reminders.
        My dear co-believer, are you having an accursed thing or act? Carefully examine your physical, moral and spiritual wardrobe, your actions, your attitude and your lifestyle. If you have one:

· Your prayer will remain a disturbing noise of a nuisance before the Lord.
· Your offering to the Lord will remain an abomination. Prov. 15:8
You will not be able to stand before your enemies.
· Your success or blessing will only remain a dream that is never realized.
· God's covenant for you may be forfeited.
· Your life may remain an unsettled wave of the sea.
· You may continue to ravel in the same pain, misery, physical, mental, emotional, material or financial trauma for a long time.

· Some of the members of your household may remain plagued by the effect and consequences of your ungodliness.
· You life may be terminated prematurely.
Like Achan you are having an accursed material/act if:

· As a believer, you are still having idols, or consulting with herbalists, palm readers, occultists or in membership of fraternities of secrecy, darkness, evil, blood & wickedness. "15 Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all the good things have come upon you which the LORD your God promised you, so the Lord will bring upon you all harmful things, until He has destroyed you from this good land which the Lord your God has given you. 16 When you have transgressed the covenant of the Lord your God, which He commanded you, and have gone and served other gods, and bowed down to them, then the anger of the Lord will burn against you, and you shall perish quickly from the good land which He has given you.” (Joshua 23:15-16)

· You are still indulging in fornication or adultery. 2 Sam. 12:7 - 12. Prov.6:32.
· You embrace the detestable sin of homosexuality. Romans 1: 27
· You indulge in illicit drug abuse/dealings.

· You indulge  in acts of rebellion. Number 16, 1 Samuel 15:23
· You live on proceeds of robbery, stealing and cheating; "As a partridge that broods but does not hatch,  So is he who gets riches, but not by right; It will leave him in the midst of his days,  And at his end he will be a fool. (Jer. 17:11)

· You live in Pride, hatred and reckless use of the tongue. Prov16:18,.15:25. 13:3, Prov.18:21.
         I know for certainty that your problem is not beyond the power of the awesome God of the Bible who parted the Red Sea, who halted for a whole day the movement of the sun and moon on Mt. Gibeon, who brought water out from the Rock in Meribah; He made an empty cruise of oil and empty jar of flour to overflow during the forty two months of famine, made a 90 year old woman to give birth to a boy, walked upon the Sea, rebuked the turbulent wave of the Sea, restored the blind, the lame, the cripple and raised the dead. He is the Almighty King of infinite knowledge, wisdom, Understanding,  power and authority. All other forces are no more than ants before Him.
         Examine your life for that accursed item or attitude, reverse it and your prayer shall be answered by the Most High. Job 11: 14-20.
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