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 The Cross: Power and Wisdom of God“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written:  “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.” Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” (1 Corinth 1:18-25)

The Jews were in fact looking for a Messiah, a warrior much stronger, than David that would subjugate all the enemies of Jews and establish the state of Israel as the Supreme and unquestionable singular superpower of the world, but Jesus undignified birth in a manger, the parental low-esteemed background – a carpenter, His comradeship with the poor and sinful class and particularly His shameful death on the Cross blinded them into disqualifying Christ as their expected glorious Messiah.

The Greeks were also sure that the Messiah would be a Philosopher greater than Plato, able to demonstrate the order and harmony of the Universe rather than one who would have His association with the ignoble and be dragged like a criminal helplessly to Calvary.

Hostility to the Cross is the foremost characteristic of the world. The world cannot make sense of the cross as a symbol of God’s power and wisdom and placid demonstration of His in-depth love and concern for man. How can the Cross known by the ancient world as an instrument of torture, a gallow, a symbol of profound indignation and damnation for terminating the lives of condemned, notorious criminals now be classified as a symbol of God’s power? And how can affection and love for rebellious human beings motivate a rational Father to sacrifice His Son? Death by crucifixion is known to be the most excruciating, teeth-gnashing and horrifying death reserved for notorious criminals in the ancient time.

Crucifixion usually began with two soldiers flagging the criminal from the back and front. They used a strap with three leather cords, each containing pieces of embedded bones that tore flesh to ribbons. The soldiers then hammered a long square nail into the hands or wrists, this shape would heighten the already excruciating pain. Another nail would be driven through the ankles into the wood. Raising the cross, the executioners would then drop it into a hole in the ground, the 'thud' further tearing the flesh of the convict. Indeed a most lingering painful death. 

This is the painful death received by my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ not from criminals but from Priests, politicians (Sanhedrins), from lawyers, and other intellectuals (the scribes, Pharisees and Saducees). The Story had not changed. The persecutors of all things that are of God have not changed. They are daily celebrating celebrities while daily crucifying everything that is of Christ.

The problem is that Christianity and celebrity do not go together. A celebrity has a big ego and needs to feed it. However, to be a Christian, Christ demands that you nail your ego to the cross and follow Him.  Celebrity is a conversion of the soul to the glamour of the pervasive world while Christianity is an engraftment of the Cross of Salvation on the fleshy tablet of the receptive Soul that is focused on Heaven. But thanks to the divine mystery of God’s plan, for in a stunning reversal of human wisdom, the Cross of death becomes the Tree of Life. It is the only way into heavens. 

The Cross is not a message about suffering but the suffering of Christ who loved the world and gave Himself up for us as a sacrifice that is required by the Father to open the way into Kingdom of eternal glory. God loves the world but He cannot overlook mankind’s sin. He is an absolutely holy, righteous, and perfect God.  No taint of wrongdoing can enter His pure presence. A person cannot show up at heaven’s gate hauling a lifetime baggage of sins and demand to be allowed in. God does not excuse sins; however, He provides a way of dealing with it. The cross symbolizes more than His love, it also represents His wisdom in creating a plan to maintain His holiness without diminishing His perfect justice. God satisfied His own justice by placing our sin upon Jesus and allowing Him to die in our place. Will you reject this wonderful love by still living your life in sins?

Unfortunately, some people believe that they can make it to heaven without Christ, through their own self adjudged righteousness, and good work, and consequently, they are unwilling to accept Christ into their lives. But the scripture makes it clear; in John 14:6: Jesus said to him “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  “There is no one righteous, not even one.”

And for those who are willing to accept Christ – Jesus warned of the implication.” If anyone desires to come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever desire to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world and loses his own soul.” Matth 16:24-26

Unfortunately, this pervasive generation is not ready to accept the Cross of adversity or the crucified Christ but rather a diamond cross of authority hanging on the necklace and a Christ that would serve as M.C in social gathering, preside over gay marriages, lobby for them to secure contracts, boost the economy, win the wars, and grant unrestricted social malady and freedom of madness on the streets. A crucified Jesus Christ does not make sense to this generation that is at war to make God conform to human's corrupt propensities.

“And whoever does not bear His cross and come after me cannot be My disciple.” Luke 14:27. Most believers try to carry their cross only by intellectualizing it, believing that the Cross is a theological necessity for the process of Salvation. Of course theological necessity does not agonize profusely as it happened in Gethsemane or drip blood like at Calvary. The Passion of Jesus neither took place in an auditorium nor His dripping blood from the Sacred Rib under the caring hands of doctors in an emergency room; it occurred under the brutal grip of iron hands of Roman Soldiers, in the deepest expression of human emotion, amid dirt, dehydration, sweat, excruciating pain, tears and pierced vessels of blood and water. Christ passionate sacrifice of love on the Cross is not only the Source of Salvation; it is the source of God’s power and wisdom in our daily lives. When we limit ourselves to intellectual speculation rather than being processed through the shadow of the Cross, we strip our lives of this awesome power, wisdom, and salvation that are in Christ.

The Cross is not a defense for sins but crucifixion of your sins of wickedness, sexual immorality, homosexuality, lying, stealing, murder, idolatry, pride, hatred, jealousy and all forms of unrighteousness. Or will you return back to sins again and be condemned? It is a Tree of life planted in faith, watered with hardship, tribulation, perseverance, patience and persecution but producing fruits of love, peace, joy, salvation and eternal glory. Remember, there is no Crown without the Cross, and without passing through the shadow of the cross you cannot be endorsed with the blood of the Lamb. Therefore carry your cross today and follow Christ through your devoted worship Service, keeping His commands and sowing seeds of charity, love, and peace. And let all servants of God stop merchandizing salvation as cheap and free for all – free for even those who are anti-Christ and workers of wickedness. Salvation is indeed free, but for only those who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, and are doing His will.

May the King of Glory Himself, Our Lord and Savior, grant you the passionate commitment to live your life free of sins, free of murmuring and backsliding; when passing through the shadow of the cross, to rejoice with Him at the End-time amazing banquet of the Lamb.
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