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By: Evangelist Joseph O Olorunnisola     


Date: April 5, 2009
The Cross of Redemption
When the Cross is preached and the Power and glory of the wood of humiliation, utter sorrow and death turned Tree of life, is proclaimed, some see it as the same with a piece of dignified jewelry to be worn around the neck. The monstrous scandal of Calvary is equated by the uninformed to the little wooden cross held by the preacher on the pulpit. We have continued to deny ourselves the great power and Godhead’s wisdom that the Cross of Calvary depicts as we continue to move from one Christian store to another looking for that familiar naked man with towel wrapped around the waist and glued to our crucifixes and to be hung on our homes or in our cars without engraving it on our inner heart. I am not talking or preaching the cross that is paraded on Good Fridays by various Christian denominations in a procession of outward passion of sorrow, but inward celebration of joy because the forty days of fasting has ended.

A number of theologians, evangelists, pastors and preachers also continue to intellectualize the passion, sorrow, bitterness and death on the Cross of Calvary without any pressure on them to live it pragmatically in changing their audience into true disciples. The problem with this fantasy is that the most crucial instrument of human redemption ends up only being wrapped up in fine words, and marketed to the world as a simple process of convenience to the eternal Kingdom of glory. The cross is only carried on our lips and marked on our tongues – it is never engraved on our hearts as a permanent outpouring fountain of avalanche to anoint the world with the spirit of repentance and lifestyle of sobriety. 

Most of the preachers of the Cross of Calvary are certainly not touching lives or changing lifestyles by their own lifestyle. The Cross on which the Son of God – the Savior of Mankind, hung, was not standing on the mount of ostentious living, not on the pinnacle of reckless wealth, pride, arrogance, show of political connection, and intellectuality, but rather on Calvary – a place of the Skull, in the valley of the deepest expression of human emotion, depression, submission, total humility, surrender amidst sweat, mockery, indignation, blood and tears. The Cross of Calvary represents the height and depth of utter sorrow and the most despicable humiliation of the Creator by His creation such has never happened before and it will never happen again after Calvary. 

The mystery of the Cross and the resurrection is the immutable and irreversible core foundation of faith – the very core of the Almighty Power of God, Jehovah, the reliability of His personhood and the unfathomable faithfulness of His word. Any ‘churchianity’ or spirituality that spurns or trivializes the Cross, even if it is attended by works of miracle is totally worthless. Christ’s passionate outpouring of love on the Cross is not only the source of our redemption; it is the source of God’s power and wisdom in our daily lives. 

Jesus Christ is the only Way, the Truth and the Life. This is a truism. It does not need any rationalization, intellectuality or any marketing repackaging. A million arguments do not constitute one proof, neither will a million objections create a single doubt. It is eternally settled in heaven. Believe it for your salvation or reject it for your damnation!

In Christ is fullness of joy, abundance, peace and glory according to the provision made certain for true believers, through the exceeding greatness of His power. But before our calling could be justified for such glorification (Romans 8:30), our cross must be carried with irrevocable commitment: “And whosoever does not bear his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.” Luke 14:27

The messages from the Cross of Calvary are clear to understand, persuasive in force and compelling in purpose, to enter the kingdom of God. “But they cried out – Away with him, away with him, crucify him” (John 19:15). This is an outburst of deep rooted hatred and ruthless bitterness of the world against the Son of God and His works of righteousness. If you are truly a child of God, there is no sacrifice or prayer for the avoidance of such experience in your life. Are you willing to receive this? (John 15:18-20) If they do those things in a green tree what shall be done in the dry” says the Lord. Luke 23:31. 
“Father forgive them for they know not what they do!” Luke 23:34. As we hear Him pray on the cross for his murders, we are challenged to reach out a hand of healing to people who have ripped us off, turned us down, and exploited us, to forgive those who have abused and molested us and reconcile with our spouses who have cheated on us. Forgiving is not an option!
“Verily, verily I say unto you today, shall thou be with me in paradise.” Luke 23:34. This was a hopeless robber already rightly convicted and damned yet dramatically saved. It is evident that judgment is an exclusive reservation for God. You should therefore free yourself from adjudging yourself righteous and condemning or judging others, if you must be free from being judged. God is the only true judge. 

It is finished! (John 19:30). The death and the resurrection of Christ is the conclusive work of salvation. “For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries.”(Hebrews 10:26)
The Cross of Calvary is about bleeding tissue, pierced rib, raging thirst, excruciating pains and fear of abandonment, mandating us unto a lifestyle of total humility, temperance, altruism, forgiveness, moderating, love, peace, service and sacrifice for others. Reject the world’s wisdom that anchored your drive on money, wealth, pleasure, power and social attainment – the glamour of vanity. You are now a living sacrifice ruled by selflessness, humbled by tribulation but strengthened by the unfailing faithfulness of God’s promise of abundant blessing, here and hereafter.
The Cross – A tree of Reconciliation. The four points of the cross symbolize the following:

The two outstretched arms reconciling the gentiles – who were once without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenant of promise, having no hope and without God in the world, are now reconciled to the elect, the chosen – the commonwealth of Israel. Eph. 2:12. While the lower and the upper points represent the reconciliation of the world below, to the heavenly Father above. Eph 2:15-16. You, therefore, as believers, are now also given a ministry of reconciliation of unbelievers to Christ. 
Without the Cross, there is no resurrection into glory. Carry your cross without grumbling - for this is the power and wisdom of God.
Glorious Palm Sunday!
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