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By: Evangelist Joseph O Olorunnisola     


Date: March 29, 2009
Forgiving One Another
“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” (Matthew 6: 14-15).

The Bible is our only source of truth about the righteousness of God, the sinful nature of man, the offered package for salvation and the basis of judgment for disobedience. The entire Lord’s prayer imposes a number of obligations on the Lord – only one is imposed on believers; to forgive those who have wronged us. A wronged person often feels that the offending party owes something, such as an apology or compensation. But by showing mercy to one who has sinned, you write off his/her obligation to you as fully paid. Reparation and retribution are no longer required. Sometimes the wound is so deep that forgiving seems unfathomable. Remember that apostle Stephen, who for his testimonies of the Lord, was violently stoned to death, yet continued to plead passionately for the forgiveness of those murderers of The Truth. (Acts 7:55-60). 

At times, the offense is emotionally and spiritually devastating, particularly when it involves a betrayal or back-stabbing act by a trusted friend or very close one such as a sibling, child or even parent. The question is: Would you prefer to abandon a loved one in bondage? Would you be pleased to see your loved one spend the rest of his/her life in the shadow of your bitterness, repugnant disposition and rejection? Or would you probably only be satisfied to see him/her equally devastated before you can forgive? Remember that He that commands you to forgive is the one who paid your penalty of sin and granted you the gift of eternal life. Your refusal to forgive and forget may equally result in your forfeiture of Christ’s gift, the forgiveness of your sins and forfeiture of life eternal.

In the course of my counseling ministry, I have unfortunately heard some men and women vowing vehemently never to forgive their spouses in this world and in the world to come for being caught in acts of infidelity! The problem of some is how to continue to tolerate and forgive repeating offenders.

My friend, do not be deceived by anybody, Jesus Christ is the ONLY WAY and the only way of Jesus Christ is the Cross. It is the way that teaches that you must forgive seventy times seven (Matthew 18:22). It is the way that forgave the woman found in the stark act of fornication (John 8:10-11). It is the way that forgave Mary Magdalene, a prostitute with seven demonic spirits (Luke 7:48). It is the way that commands you to “Bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes away your cloak, forbid not to take thy coat also” (Luke 6: 28-29). 

We are Christians only when we stand in the shadow of the cross- when we go through the way that leads to Calvary – the way that turned back to look over those who persecuted Him and condemned Him to death, yet decided to repay their wickedness with prayer for forgiveness – “Father forgive them for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). You must stand in the shadow of that cross that pronounced forgiveness unto the right hand robber (Luke 23:43).

My Lord and Savior Jesus Christ says in Luke 14:27 that “Whosoever doth not bear his cross and come after me, cannot be my disciple.” By answering the call of Jesus, you have signed a divine contract to carry your cross and follow His ways. The way of the matter is the way that leads to Calvary – a way that blesses persecution with forgiveness, a way that recompenses hostility and bitterness with love, a way that repays hatred and rejection with compassion and mercy, and turns the cross of humiliation and gruesome crucifixion into the power of God and glory of eternal life. “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life” says the Lord. 

My friend, are you willing to follow this Way, live in this Truth and gain the promised eternal life? Then forsake the way of the world today – the way of vengeance and vindictiveness and learn to forgive all sins against you. It is not an option. It is His uncompromising condition to forgive your own sins too and grant you eternal life. “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.” (Matthew 18: 23-35)

Make your joy of salvation a certainty by obeying the voice of the MASTER – Lord Jesus Christ. Happy Sabbath
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