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Date: March 7, 2010
Intimacy with God: The Hour of Temptation is in
"Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown." (Rev. 3:10-11)

The hour of temptation is indeed in. The land is getting utterly spoiled, the earth itself is mourning and fading away with destructive weather sending signals of woeful harvest and famine to the world that is already crushed by economic turmoil and irreversible disequilibrium."For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of sorrows. “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake." (Matt 24:7-8)

From 2006 to 2009, the recorded number of earthquakes all over the world has continued to rise from 34 in 2006, 55 in 2007, and 58 to 2008, to 70 in 2009. Within the first two months of 2010, 14 major earthquakes had been reported. Thousands of lives have been lost, $billions worth of properties destroyed and millions of people rendered either traumatic, injured or homeless. Monstrous hurricanes have continued to devastate with greater intensity and terrifying frequencies. The world has been placed on cautionary notice by the scientists that 60% of the entire globe is now under threat of Tsunami. Where is the escape route for the world?

"This know also that in the last days, perilous times shall come." (II Tim 3:1). Almost every country in the continent of Africa is fiercely burning with homicides, ritual killings, kidnapping, political genocides, bloody robberies and ruthless looting by all, including the celebrated Christians, Pastors and born-again: Are you indeed still on track? Unending ravages of wars and unquenchable consuming fire of terrorism are holding the inhabitants of middle East in perpetual grief, fear and bondage. The Asian countries are the playing ground of incessant earthquakes, volcano eruptions and tsunamis, gulping thousands of lives and properties. Europe is plummeting fast, economically and financially with helpless bewilderment. USA is currently experiencing an all time record-high National debt, crescendo of suicides, armed robberies, blood gangs and high profile crimes resulting from economic near-collapse, record-high unemployment, homelessness, hunger and health care crisis. 

With all these frightening signs and sorrowful warnings of the impending (imminent) temptation, how do you see your fate and the fate of your household? Are you indeed saved or likely to be a victim/casualty? For the climax of the current worldwide irreversible plunge will be horrendous, lamentable and dreadful. There shall be wailing and bitter tears of regret everywhere. Are you indeed one of His Own? Do you have a relationship/intimacy with the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? For He is the only Insurance. The time for lousy talk, Pharisee's hypocrisy, and big lip-service is over. Yes, it is important and most crucial for you to resolve to go to church regularly, worship in truth and spirit, to feast on the word of God daily, join the prayer groups, identify yourself with evangelical crusades, embrace spiritual retreats for peaceful moments of meditation, experience periods of fasting and fire seasoned prayer and also keeping the ten commandments of the Most High God. These acts of religiosity are good and essential, but they are only lubricants designed to sustain your Christianity. They are not the core that can bring you into intimacy with the King of Glory - Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Remember Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Daniel, Job...etc did not see Christ physically or read about His teachings. They neither saw a copy of the Holy Bible during their generations nor attended any church, and yet they were pronounced and recorded as friends of God. What have those great patriarchs done to be enthroned princes among the saints? Enoch walked with God in purity of heart towards all, remained entirely in the shadow of the Most High all the days of his life. (See Gen. 5:24) "Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” (Jude 1:14-15) Despite the epidemic level of sins during his generation, Enoch did not compromise the righteousness of God even when the law was not yet given. He did not die but simply taken away by God.
Noah was also a man of unflinching faith, lunatic obedience to God and total commitment to righteousness. "And the Lord said unto Noah, come and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before Me in this generation." He was instructed to build a titanic ark of 1.4 million cubic feet, and of a gross tonnage of 13,960 in a non-coastal region. He did over a period of 50 years without questioning God or doubting the integrity of His word despite the delay "Thus did Noah according to all that God commanded Him, so did he." (Gen 6:22)

Abraham - father of faith and total personification of true obedience to God. "For now I know that thou feared God seeing thou hand not withheld your son, thy only son from me." (Gen. 22:12) Abraham waited 25 years to receive the promise of God without complaining, murmuring, or losing faith, and yet he was ready to sacrifice that product of 25 years to God.
Daniel - A man of righteousness, faith, humility, fear of God, and total devotion.

Job: A man of unparalleled adversity, yet undaunted, highly reputed for his generosity, righteousness, and pronounced in the fear of God. "And the Lord said unto Satan, "Has thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect, and an upright man, one that fears God and eschews evil." Job 1:8.
To have a relationship/intimacy with God and be tagged a beloved or friend of God, the followings are evident in the lives of the examined patriarchs:

1. Faith in totality and without compromise - both in good and bad times. You must remain in bondage of faith and remain even stronger in Him when the promise is delayed. His timing must not be questioned.
2. Lifestyle soaked completely in the fear of God.
3. Obedience to the voice of God without negotiation.
4. Righteousness of Christ which is beyond the framework of the 10 commandments.
5. Adversity taken without bitterness, murmur or offence. Without an evening in Gethsemane, a stand before Pontus Pilate, journey unto Calvary and a spell in the shadow of the Cross, you cannot be endorsed with the blood of the Lamb. In adversity, your confidence, steadfastness, and rejoicing are the true evidences of your discipleship.
6. Humility already successfully processed and certified by humiliation, and provocation.

7. Purity and generosity of mind and lifestyle: A mind that radiates with love, readily forgiving and the hands that are permanently stretched out in giving.
These are the mindsets of Christ who says "Be ye, therefore, perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect" (Matth. 5:48) and the Master key of Intimacy with God who also says "Abraham, I am Almighty God, walk before Me and be thou perfect". Gen. 17:1. In the severe trial and very bumpy temptation ahead are you indeed saved? Let your honest answer prompt an immediate appropriate adjustment to your values. May the King of Glory’s name, Jesus Christ, remain blessed forever and ever.
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