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Journey Through the Mystery of Life
The joyful aspiration and focus of Christianity is eternal life, in the beauty, endless joy and peace of the messianic Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. But the only gate to this Kingdom is the gate of death. Yet death is abhorred, feared and totally unacceptable to all humans even the pastors and evangelists preaching the Kingdom of God. Substantial budget is expended on facelift, plastic surgery, and full warehouse of cosmetics to reverse the aging process while a basket-full of vitamins is maintained for continuous re-engineering and revitalization of internal organs - all in an effort to stay young and remain far away from the ultimate - death. But unfortunately, there is no escape route from death for any living object. It will come when it will. It is unstoppable. Eccl. 8.8

The horror of death is shrouded in the mystery of the grave and life- after more than anything else.

This message is intended to unravel the mystery of fear and to show that the real fear is not in death but in sin - rejection of the Truth: that a devoted church-goer, keeping all the commandments of the flesh but still living in sins of the spirit such as hatred, bitterness, envy, malice, anger, pride and self-righteousness is much nearer to the gate of hell than the practising prostitute in Sohoh. For the devoted church-goer will be judged for knowing the Truth but rejecting it, while the prostitute will be judged based on the ignorance of the Truth. (John 15:22-25) God is love and there is no hatred in Him. The life of Christ was a sacrifice for others and not sacrificing others for His own glory. 
What happens after people die? Only Christ's account remains valid and authentic - He has passed through death and resurrected to talk authoritatively about life, death, heaven and hell. He walked into the jaws of death, stripped it of its power and conquered it forever through His resurrection.
  What does death look or sound like? The Bible portrays death as rest or sleep. The Bible draws similarity of experience between death which is considered horrifying and sleep which is considered welcome by human beings as necessary. (2 Chronicles 9:31|Psalms 13:2|John 11:11-13|Rev. 14:13)

The dread of death keeps human beings in fear and bondage, but with the death and resurrection of Christ, we are freed from the fear. (Heb. 2:14-25 | Rom. 5:14) Death for a Christian is not a descent into darkness, but the beginning of the real endless life - a joy-filled release from the pains and woes of this world. The Bible also assures us that death is a process of returning us back home. Evidently, there is no fear in death, but in sin that may send us to hell, instead of home. When condemned sinners die they are instantly hauled into the pit of horrifying demons and darkness to await the day of judgment when they will be moved into hell. When the righteous die they are flown to join the Saints in Paradise.
 What causes death? Two factors are responsible.

The immediate/fake cause which is often blamed on sickness, accident, heart attack, murder...etc

The ultimate/real cause: God, the giver of life, taking it back. (1Sam. 2:6|Job 14:5|Psm 90:3|Eccl. 12:7)

When a Christian dies, how long does he/she stay in the grave before being released to heaven? Christ assures us that those who die in Christ do not stay in the grave at all. They are accompanied by the Holy angels to the Paradise of God (3rd Heaven) where there is blessing, joy, peace and unspeakable comfort in mansions (Luke 14:22, 1 Cor. 15:50-58, Luke 23:43.
Will our appearance change? We shall look exactly the way we look on earth, except that we would now be putting on heavenly bodies that are immortal; no more weakness, tiredness, illnesses or death.

Are we going to recognize each other? Yes, we shall recognize one another. Spouses shall recognize themselves, they shall recognize their children and vice-versa. Relatives and friends will know themselves and shall live in the same neighborhood. An immeasurable joy!
Will there be marriages? Matt. 22:30 Categorically says that there is no marriage in heaven. We shall all live like angels in purity and in divine love.

What about Re-incarnation? The belief that human beings are reborn to earthly existence after death is not new. The idea of re-incarnation first appeared in early Hindu writings, about 1200 BC. The Bible's standpoint is unequivocally settled for this period of regeneration: "it is appointed for men to die only once, but after this, the judgment." (Heb. 9:27)

Suicide: Many people have advocated suicide or assisted suicide as a solution to the suffering of those who are terminally ill or who have crippling painful diseases. Assisted suicide is portrayed as humane and as a supreme exercise of individual liberty. From Biblical viewpoint, death and life are the sole prerogative of God. Suicide or assisted suicide is indefensible before God. It is murder that can shut the door of heaven against whosoever is guilty of it. (Exod. 20:13)

What is Purgatory? Purgatory is a scene of affliction and severe anguish, a Waiting Room where God executes His justice upon imperfect Souls for the portion of sacrifice and love they have refused to give when on earth. It is a solitary place between Heaven and Hell, a workshop for the refinement and purification with fire and severe punishment of Souls of believers that are not found perfect in their works of faith on earth particularly for the sins of the spirit, such as hatred, bitterness, anger, malice, envy, and reckless use of the tongue which can never co-exist with the Saints in heaven. However, unlike Hell where sinners are tortured severely and burnt with everlasting fire, the people in Purgatory are punished and seasoned with fire for a determined period and then granted mercy and grace into heaven. Apostle Paul gave an insight into what goes on in Purgatory when he says in 1 Cor. 3:10-15 "Fire will test the quality of each man's work. ----If the work of anyone is burnt, he will suffer loss: he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping the flame".
Death is not the end, it is simply the doorway to a whole new realm of existence. The decision that affects your eternal destiny is made in this life, not after death. Therefore, put the thought of death on one side - for it will come someday. Instead, concentrate on building a legacy for the Kingdom of God. Your destiny after death depends on just one thing - your acceptance, faith and relationship with Jesus Christ here and now. In this world, our joys are successive: the pleasure and impression that we felt yesterday are not those that we feel today. Happiness in this world comes only drop by drop. It is not given to any man to gather a day's joy in an instant, much less those of a lifetime. And even when the joy comes today, it can be completely eroded by sorrow or misfortune the following day. The joys of heaven are however lasting, they are not subject to any succession. The elect in heaven are no longer prisoner of time. From the first moment of being incorporated into divine life in heaven, the bliss of the saints is perfect and consummated. There is no past to remember or anxiety for any future. Earthly fame, wealth and glories of celebrities measured against the bliss above no longer seem an advantage, but rather a burden and a painful self affliction. On the other hand, to live in the heavenly city, saturated with the choirs of angels, enveloped by light that is not itself circumscribed and to possess a spiritual body that cannot be corrupted by sin or afflicted by infirmities, weakness, tiredness, or death is amazingly glorious. Mansions and choice food freely provided without any labor is indeed a true 'life abundance'.

 Hell on the other hand is a lake that burns forever with fire, brimstone and sulphur. A place of everlasting agonizing burning, gnashing of teeth, severe anguish, brutal torture, lamentation and excruciating pain that are unimaginable. To spend eternity in hell with the most wicked demons is indeed a catastrophe that is un-equaled.
Today if you accept Jesus Christ into your life as your personal Lord and Savior, and worship God, while keeping His commandments, you will be saved. But if you continue to indulge in sins of idolatry, fornication, drunkenness, murder, stealing, lying, witchcraft, wizardry, sorcery and sins of the spirit such as anger, bitterness, hatred and pride; His word says, you will be condemned to spend your eternity with demons in Hell fire.
Celestial Church of Christ - Voice Of Grace Parish. Tel: 609-771-9227. Website: http:// www.celestialchurch-vog.com

