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By: Evangelist Joseph O. Olorunnisola             Date: November 22, 2009 

The Making of a Christian

The focus is lost, the substance is missed and the imperative is sacrificed.

Most believers are simply growing in self delusion and false hope of salvation through doctrinal illusions. Is it the Celestian, the Redeemed, the Pentecostal, the Baptist, the Abundant-Lifer, the Catholic…etc that would be saved? I make bold to say No! Only the Christians will make it. Our souls are currently very much under burden and in bondage; trusting on the denominational cultures and operational doctrines and values of our various denominations, as if these are the ladders to heaven. There has never been in history, a time as now when the name of Jesus Christ has been so factionalized, ‘denominationalized’ and so much theorized while His mindset, contents of His life and teachings on Salvation have been so brutally ignored.

          Christianity was known to be a most risky embrace, but now an issue of funfair and trade-fair. It used to be a most dreaded, costly and dangerous venture, but now a celebration of robes, doctrines, cultures, riches and ignorance. Discipleship has ceased to refer to those already tried and tested through Gethsemane and Calvary, but has now instead become a common insignia of simplicity and pleasure.

Pastors are no longer a reference point of Christ’s guidance and representation on earth, but mostly now a dress-code for greed, exploitation and theatrics. Celebrated and ‘honey-tongued’ marketers are more at work now, than true evangelists of the Word. Many uncircumcised tongues now prophesy lies into the lives of members rather than waiting for inspiration from God. Sound doctrine has become a rarity and true prophetic delivery a scarcity. 
           The true gospel of Jesus Christ is not a choice chocolate, but a piercing double edged sword, a striking thunder and a dreadful volcano eruption that forces us into continuous self-reassessment, that frightens ungodliness out of us, and places our lifestyles on an unrelenting roadmap of adjustment into Christ’s framework of salvation. The word of God is not tale-telling, it isn’t an unconditional promise of grace or a splendid freeway from Ur to Canaan – It is Spirit, it is life, it is the Salvation in Christ Jesus. It is the most serious business on earth! If the gospel were preached without compromise, the Register of ‘lip-service Christians’ would probably shrink by over 60%.

“Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: ‘The Lord knows those who are His,’ and, ‘Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.’” (2nd Timothy 2:19)

          Most crusades and tele-evangelism have continued to distort the gospel of Christ: proclaiming abundance while their flock ravish in poverty, promising fruitfulness while majority of their followers are ravaged by barrenness, they preach free gift of grace, but the church members wallow in sin. They fail to appreciate that the Kingdom of God is not in sweet words but in power. (See 1 Corinthians 4:20).

         The making of a Christian is not success in ministry, or knowledge of the Bible or mastery of Christian principles and ideas. It isn’t necessarily participation in a lifelong Bible workshop, seminar, spiritual retreats, fasting and vigils…In fact, all these may be the corruption or abuse of Christianity if your life is not hidden with Christ in God. The making of a Christian is a conversion of your lifestyle into that of Jesus and your mind into the mindset of Christ. You should now see the world through the eyes of Jesus: “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live but Christ lives in me” (Gal 2:20). The public claims of many Christians have lost their credibility. The words on their lips are contradicted by their lifestyles. 

       The mindset of Christ – a mindset of divine humility and sacrifice “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.” (Philippians 2:3-8)

         The mindset of Christ – a total focus that is anchored on things of heaven, where Christ is seated, appreciating that life is only a pilgrimage, a labor field and an examination center that will end suddenly one day, to give way to eternal kingdom of glory, where entry requirements are bowels of mercy, kindness, humbleness of mind, forbearing, spirit of forgiveness, peace, holiness, love, and charity. (See Col.3:1-12).

        The making of Christianity is to imbibe the lifestyle of Jesus Christ – a life of trial, tribulation and sacrifice. Your faith must be tested. A faith that hasn’t been tested cannot be trusted. “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33) A number of believers become easily wearied, frustrated and devastated when confronted by adversity, because they are left in bondage of deceit, trusting through cheap gospel of grace that Christianity is all about believing and confessing Christ, living in abundance and daily works of miracle. Until your faith is successfully tested through a series of graduating adversities, you cannot be trusted; until you are trusted, you cannot be empowered; and until you are empowered, you cannot be divinely commissioned. Adversity is to grow you into maturity, to mold you into what God wants you to be, and to prepare you for the greater challenges He has for you. Your faith is processed to grow in positive correlation with your growing adversities. Little faith hopes that God will do what He says, strong faith knows that He will, and great faith believes that He has done it. Until you pass through Gethsemane and stand in the shadow of the cross at Calvary, your life cannot be endorsed with the blood of the Crucified Lamb of God. Apostle Peter: “…strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:22) “For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake…” Phi. 1:29.
You may in the process of being tried and tested fail and fall. It is human, but remember that what lies beyond the Cross is the liberating power of love. I read of Peter who lived all his life with Christ and yet claimed he knew Him not, at the zero hour, I heard of James, who wanted power in return for service, I was told of Philip who dined and wined with Him and yet could not identify Him with the Father…and of course, the doubting Thomas who felt that the vacated tomb also meant a vacated throne of power. Yet they were all forgiven, restored and empowered. Success is never final, failure is never fatal. It is the courage to rise and move on tenaciously with Christ that counts.
          The making of a Christian – living the lifestyle of Jesus Christ – living a sinless life: “He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning.” (1 John 3:8)

Millions of Christians have received Christ as their Savior, but still give in to the temptation of sin. Faith becomes merely an habit rather than a heart conviction and a way of life. When pulled in two different directions, such people compromise themselves because they are convinced that they can’t live the way Christ did. Three reasons are responsible for this myopic view: Deficient knowledge of the word. Genesis 17:1 - “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless.” My Lord Jesus in Matthew 5:48 also stated equivocally: Be ye therefore perfect even as your Father who is in Heaven is perfect. While Paul in his letter to the Philippians 2:15 stated: “that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,”

Secondly, they compare their behavior to the standards of other Christians rather than the righteous standard of Christ, and finally, they fail to recognize that without total surrender, they can never experience the liberating power of the Holy Spirit.

       The making of a Christian – Love of God which is expressed through violent worship in Spirit and truth and obedience to the Commands of the Most High God, rather than through posters, bumper sticker and entertainment for dilettantes. And sacrificial love of others which expunges out of us those ungodly viruses such as pride, hatred, envy, jealousy, bitterness, malice, idolatry, adultery, unforgiving spirit, egoism ..etc.
          Are you indeed a Christian certified by His blood for the kingdom of glory? Examine yourself.
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