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Raising a Generation for Christ

But David, the son of Jesse was a man after the heart of God, praying and praising God seven times daily (Psalm 119:164), yet one of his children, Ammon, was a rapist (2 Sam. 13:10-14). Another one, Absalom was both a murderer (2 Sam. 13:28-29) and a rebel against his father. David indeed gave his entire life to God and governance of the United Israel, but he created no time for his family. Solomon, his son was a child of grace but his fellowship with ungodly strange women tore the kingdom of Israel into two. Nebat was an ungodly king who passed the same legacy to his son, Joash.  Joash was far more ungodly and his own son, Jeroboam inherited this generational ungodliness and even did worse than his father, his grandfather and his great grandfather. On the contrary, King Asa was perfect before the Lord and his son also, King Jehosaphat, inherited this legacy of godliness and remained a generation of righteousness before the Lord. Ahaz was an extremely wicked and most ungodly king, but paradoxically, King Hezekiah, his son, was blameless in his kingship before the Lord; a case of uncommon grace. (2Kings 18)

Eli, the prophet and high priest of God from the lineage of the house of Ithama served the people and God with all his might, but the case of his two sons; Hophni and Phinehas who were killed the same day through the pronouncement of God for their ungodly ways demonstrates the need for firm parental instruction and supervision. Eli had all the time for God and ministration of God’s guidance to the people, but not for his household. (1Sam 2&3). He was very weak with his children. The case of Prophet Samuel and his two children, Joel and Abiah was exactly the same. (1 Sam. 8:1-3)
However, the story of the Rachabites provides a classic example of how a generation can be raised unto Christ. Recab, a descendant of the Kenites, lived a humble and austere life of total devotion to God and commitment to his household. Recab created time to teach his son, Jehonadab, the commandment and the ways of the Lord when sitting in the house, when walking, when lying down and when rising. (Deut. 11:19 & Jer. 35) The commandments of God were administered as a family daily pledge and vow written all over the house. Jehonadab lived a completely righteous life in the Lord, created quality time for his household and thereby passed the legacy received from his father - Recab, to all his children. 

Resulting from the analysis of all the facts, values, judgments and probabilities of all the above scenarios, the following seven postulates appear to be evident in raising a generation unto Christ.
I. Parental Integrity & Value: A tree is known by its fruit. Children are the mirror images of their parents. They see the world and interpret the world through their parents. When parents imbibe and practice values that are anti-Christ, such as drunkenness, regular fighting, usage of unpolished language, hostility between spouses, cheating on one another, operating invisible businesses, bringing voodoo into the household and entertaining police visits or warrants of arrest all the time, a legacy of ungodliness is already being passed to the children. A number of parents have no time for God; they expend their time on work, clubs, parties, and family engagements and  even most of those who go to churches lack intimacy or relationship with God. They have absolutely nothing of God to offer their children. In fact, their behavior in church would only help in discouraging their children from the church. How many of our children are currently worshipping with us and where are the rest? They cannot coexist in the sanctuary with parents whose devotion in the church is fighting, gossiping and material show-off. A number of children are affected by broken marriages. It is very important for parents to make themselves a living sacrifice unto the Lord. They should be able to forgive and tolerate one another. Even if your spouse is a scavenger or the most unfaithful, you have been specifically chosen to raise or redeem him/her through patience, tolerance, sincere love and relentless prayer. If you do it, your spouse will eventually become what you want him or her to be (1 Cor. 7:16) Please be proud of your spouse and the world will be proud of him/her. Do everything humanly possible to protect your marriage like Hillary Rodham Clinton who considered no sacrifice too much to save her floundered marriage, and you will eventually be happy that you did. Philip said unto Jesus, Lord, show us the Father, and this will suffice us. Jesus said unto him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet thou not know me, Philip? He that has seen me, hath seen the Father.” (John 14:8-9) When we see your children, we would know the type of parents you are. Today, make a solemn vow to reverse the weakness currently operating in your household, save your marriage and your household. Be very firm with your children. Strict discipline can only make them strong and make you proud.

II. Finding time for your family: Unfortunately, we are living in an environment where economic survival remains a great challenge to every family. You live-in, work 24x7, and have no time to rest; how much more finding time to seat your children and spouse down and have weekly quality time with them. Your life span in shortened by unabated stress, your household is upside-down and your uncared-for children are now reduced to a pack of nuisance. At the end of the day, your children that are supposed to be the source of joy and peace when you are old, are now source of sorrow and problem. The over-riding Word of God stipulates in Psalm 127 that It is vain for you to rise up at 5:00am everyday and work till 11:00pm to eat the bread of sorrows: for the Lord giveth his beloveth (those who find time for Him) abundant food and enough time to rest and sleep. Parents need to appreciate that their God given children are the most valuable investment. Like Recab, you must of necessity find time to discuss, train and supervise them, if they must become a generation unto Christ. Deut 11:19 compels you to teach your children the laws, ways and judgments of the Lord and remain firm with them. “Seeing that thou has forgotten the laws of thy God, I will also forget thy children” (Hosea 4:6) Both Eli and Samuel had no time for their children. Their children became their end-time source of sorrow and regret. 
III. Environment: The neighborhood where your children are raised also remains a major source of influence upon the development of the children. When you are out or even at home, your children interact with your residential environment and pick some of the operating cultures and behavior which might appear glamorous to their youthful fancy. To them it is right because of their inexperience, but to norms of decency and God-fearing living, they are unacceptable. The book of Joshua advises us that the inhabitants of the land captured by Israel were totally destroyed according to the commands of God so that Israelites would not become corrupted by the cultures of the unbelievers. Teach them the ways and fear of the Lord, and endeavor to live in an environment that is conducive to raising children in the way of the Lord.
IV. Knowledge/Education: “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6) It is imperative for you to expose your children to qualitative education without which they would not be able to operate with confidence and authority during this end-time period of knowledge explosion. Education provides that power of discernment between glamour and substance. It provides the power of adaptability to operate at different levels of human civilization without hurting other people’s feelings. It empowers you to understand God's Word better but the right exposure for your children is even far more important if Christ is to be saved from embarrassment from educated illiterates. This is a major problem confronting our church and sending a number of youths out. Parents who are determined to raise a generation for Christ must give their children sound education and stimulate an undying flame of selfish love for Christ in them. 
V. Class of Friends: Evil communication, they say, corrupts good manners. It is the responsibility of parents to identify themselves with the type of friends their children follow. If you are a good parent, you would show interest in knowing the background and family background of the friends of your children. You cannot afford to be indifferent. You must be firmly discriminatory about the type of friends, otherwise, you will lose your children to the streets. Children are highly vulnerable, they need to be effectively monitored, and whatever is required must be given to withdraw them from evil comrades. “Be ye not unequally yoked with unbeliever: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness and what communion hath light with darkness? Wherefore come out from among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord” (2 Corinth. 6:14-17) Link yourselves and your children to good and God-fearing families and these families will remain and inspirational spring of integrity and progress for your children.
VI. Communication: Let there be a free communication pipeline of love and understanding between yourselves and your children. Treat them sometimes as adults and friends. Discuss life experiences with them. Listen to them and be sympathetic with their views. Correct their mistakes with patience, understanding and full explanation and create that environment of love that gives them the confidence to discuss even their most sacred confidentialities with you. If the relationship between parents and children are free, loving and compassionate, parents will be in timely position to know when children are taking an erroneous plunge, and they will be able to quickly correct them.
VII. Grace: God's grace has nothing to do with your effort.  A number of people have been chosen even before the foundation of the world by God to receive His grace and mercy and to be recorded as a generation unto Christ. It is not a function of work or perfection, but a gift of Him that has called. Unfortunately, not too many are so called. Solomon was a child of grace and also Joseph. May our children be counted among His chosen vessels of grace in Jesus name. 
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