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Avoiding Spiritual Drifting

The biological life-cycle of man: delivery, growth, maturity, decline and death. So also, when an individual, a group, organization, culture or even a nation abandons God there will be a movement unto a cycle of spiritual decadence: immorality, such as lying, stealing, bribery, prostitution, homosexuality, pornography, rape, abduction, kidnapping, homicides, drug abuse, and all forms of violence. When spiritual decay attains a national pinnacle of honor, then commences body decay with the economy gradually collapsing, banking and credit sliding down the hill, law enforcement, stressing out into frustration and compromise and utilities gradually becoming a privileged eccentricity.  

          Spiritual drifting occurs when we move out of the confines of God’s will. At best we now live two separate lives – the one we showcase unto God and the one we show to the world. At the other extreme end of the spectrum some believers are incentivised  by the growing glamour and deceit of civilization while others are heading straight to the cliff edge through frustration from the growing sins and abominations in most houses of worship. Regrettably, the danger in drifting is that it may result in perpetual backsliding, terminating in forfeiture of eternal life of glory, because only those who endure to the end shall be saved. Matth. 24:13

Moreover thou shall say unto them, thus saith the Lord, shall they fall and not arise? Shall they turn away and not return? Why then is this people….slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? They hold fast unto deceit, they refuse to return…. Yea the stork in heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow observe the time of their coming, but my people knoweth not the judgment of the Lord.” Jer. 8: 4-7

          Paul, the apostle of our Lord Jesus Christ made an absolute determination, in Phi. 1: 20 - To live in Christ Jesus – whether it means life and death – it makes no difference. Paul vowed to do nothing but the will of God and to know nothing except Jesus Christ. He had his anchorage undoubtedly on The Rock. More often, before we decide to do God’s will, a crisis must happen in our lives: Crises of sudden misfortune, disaster, joblessness, bareness, poor health, loss of loved ones, litigation, spiritual warfare etc.  This happens because we tend to be un-responsive to God’s gentle invitation. By our attitude, we feel that nobody is in charge of the universe and our strength is the key to our attainment. There is a free-will of madness and puffness of temporal fame and achievement. Everywhere God is ignored. He has no place of honor or recognition within the environment created by His hands!!! He calls for our awareness of His existence and we start to debate whether we should listen or ignore His call. Without leaving His seat of majesty, He talks through the tsunami; earthquake, hurricane, disaster etc. to bring our monuments  and achievements, developed over decades and our ambitions of fame and power into submission of total ruin. Our cherished source of  pride and even lives,  in thousands, are destroyed all within a day. He is Almighty God, Creator of all that are in heaven, earth and sea.  Individuals are also sometimes inflicted with demonic torments, harassment by witches, terminal illness, loss of job, loss of homes, financial agony etc to drive in the simple message that God is in charge of the affairs of men. When we are now relieved of our insanity: questions are then asked. Where is God? Why would God allow this to happen? We then rush to God and various empty houses of worship are once again filled. Proverbs 1: 22-33. Why wait to be forced by disaster before coming to Him?
           But like seeds that fell on the wayside, on the rocky ground, or among thorns, the return of many to God is often short-lived. Because they are impatient to learn and understand the ways of God (Exod. 33:13), or because of persecution and tribulation arising even within the houses of worship, or because of the deceitfulness of world’s glamour, riches and civilization, they are once again tossed out of the presence of God, drifting about on the sea of live like ship without anchorage. 

          Believers who drift have the following  in common. 
· They are agents of anxieties often engulfed by worries over tomorrow. Matth. 6:31 -34. They fail to realize that worry never robs tomorrow of its sorrows; it only saps today of its joy. 
· The lack of the most valuable possessions of human beings: integrity. When we lose that, we are nothing. Since we all have value and are different from each other, it is ludicrous to measure one person’s worth against another or one Christian denomination against another. People who evaluate worth in others by their monetary or ostentatious value, their work or the lifestyle they have chosen, call into question their own intelligence, sensitivity and faith.

· They are highly unprincipled - shafts that are driven about  by wind.
      -    Lack of control over emotional weakness may keep a believer in a perpetual bondage of continual sins, particularly, sins of  adultery, covetousness, pride, stealing and lying etc.. This weakness will disconnect you from the gentle voice of the in-dwelling Holy Spirit and set your life drifting violently on the brink of the precipice. 

The biggest problem is ‘faith-drifting believers’. Those of little faith moving from one parish to another, from one Christian denomination to another and worst of all, from faith in Christ to fetish fraternities and idolatry. Are you driven adrift by persecution, humiliation, delay in receiving from God, vicissitude in fortune etc? To all those, apostle Paul says in Romans 8:35-36; Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution or famine, or nakedness, or peril or sword? As it is…Yet in all those things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.

       Why are you worried? Is it because of heresy, apostasy or endemic sin in your house of worship? Look for a bible based church headed by a true servant of God and remain anchored on the Rock Himself – Christ. Knowing this; that the earth and the fullness thereof, the world, and heavens and all things in them belong to God. He made a 90 year old Sarah to give birth to a baby. He created a  passage through the Red Sea, He brought water from the rock, raised prisoners up to seats of presidency, halted the movement of the sun, moon and air over Gibeon and Ajalon. He created a single point of light – the sun, to lighten the entire universe during the day and a single point of light- the moon to govern the night, scientists can only generate light. He created life – doctors can only save life. He created the mighty oceans and rivers and filled them with creatures; the world can only dredge canals, dams and pools. His name is Almighty God, the only Omnipotent, Omnipresent and Omniscience God. Surrender your life irrevocably to Him, remain stable and steadfast in your worship of Him and you will see His glory.
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