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By: Evangelist Joseph O Olorunnisola                             Date: July 08, 2007
Pride & Arrogance – A forbidden fruit
“The Lord will destroy the house of the proud: but He will establish the border of the widows” Proverbs 15:25 The oxford American dictionary defines pride as an unduly high opinion of one’s own qualities or merits. It is, however, seen by God as an arrogation of God’s glory to oneself. When you are proud, you are placing yourself on the same pedestal with your Creator. It is viewed as a direct confrontation and challenge of the singular majesty of God. It is often met by God with the most severe punishment.
The root of pride is Satan and the fruits include disloyalty, rebellion, haughtiness, augmentation, ruthlessness, unforgiving spirits, bitterness and hatred. A proud person feels he has answers to all questions, he sees himself as Superior to all and he trusts and relies on himself as an indispensable point of reference. “Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance: behold he taketh up the isle as a very little thing. All nations before Him are nothing, and they are counted to him less than nothing and vanity. To whom then would you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare unto Him….Hast thou not known? Hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth faintheth not, neither is weary? There is no searching of His understanding” sayeth the Lord. Isaiah 40: 14-28. Evidently, proud people are considered as fools and lower in their obsession than psychiatric patients.

Your pride probably stems from your bounty riches, exalted position, royalty, academic/professional attainment, business success…etc. Are you so feeble in your thinking and myopic in your understanding that you do not  appreciate that the grace of God is responsible. Lucifer – the root of pride, father of arrogance, and chief originator of sin (created by God as the highest ranking angel, most beautiful, brightest, one of the wisest anointed cherub – Ezek. 28) in his dynamo, height of glory and over-riding power over the entire universe, lifted high his ambition to equalize with God. He was instantly deflated and expelled out of the glories of heaven with all his scapegoated and rebellious followers. “How art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning, how art thou cut down to the ground – which didst weaken the nations. For thou hath said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven. I will exalt my throne above the stars of God…I will ascend above the heights of the clouds. I will be like the Most High. Yet thou shall be brought down to hell to the sides of the pit.” Isaiah 14: 12-16 “I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God and I will destroy thee” sayeth the Lord. Eze.28
Nobody is anybody before the proud – they are full of themselves, and  are often intoxicated by their possessed vanities: they are abominations before the Lord. Though the Lord be high, yet hath He respect unto the humble but the proud he knoweth afar off. Psm 138:6.  The king spake and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the Kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honor of my majesty? While the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying “O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken, The kingdom is departed from thee.” Instantly, the greatest and most powerful king of the era was turned to a beast, driven out of his palace into the jungle, eating grass as oxen, with the dews of heaven falling upon him until after 7 years when his senses returned unto him to appreciate that God was in charge of the affairs of men. “And at the end of the days, I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up my eyes unto heaven and my understanding returned unto me and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honored Him that liveth forever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from generation to generation.” Dan. 4: 28-32. 
Is it your beauty? It will soon become wrinkled. Is it your superior wisdom, knowledge and understanding? These may soon be taken over by Alzheimer’s. Is it your exalted title of chairman, CEO or President? It will eventually be taken over by somebody else and you will become an ‘ex’ without any much relevance again. “Ye all of you be subject to one another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourself therefore under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time.”1 Pet.5:5-6.King Uzziah’s pride and self exaltation  over his achievement was humbled by God. He was slammed with leprosy and kicked out of his palace. 2 Chr.26: 16-19“And upon a set day, Herod, arrayed in royal robe sat upon his throne and made an oration to the people.” And the people gave a shout, saying, ‘it is the voice of a god and not of man. And instantly, the angel of the Lord smote him, because he did not give glory to God and he was eaten of worms and gave up the ghost. Act. 12:21-23

The sovereign, infinite, Almighty God of everlasting greatness and glory may decide to humble you by exhuming your buried ugly past to the public, He may bring a proud soul into soberness by inflicting a terminal disease. He may decide to confound a proud mind with a hurricane of problems and disaster. His response sometimes may be to raise up enemies, horrors and terror to destabilize and disconfigure our unrepentant pride. When a country ignores, sidelines, or rejects God, boasting of her power and trusting on her self-sufficiency, she will have her status adjusted by a down slide into economic emptiness, financial bankruptcy, resounding failure, and mounting internal violence, crisis and terror. It is the subduing hand of the “Ancient of days” who alone must be glorified.
 “The Lord killeth and maketh alive. He bringeth down to the grave and bringeth up. The Lord maketh poor and maketh rich. He bringeth low and lifteth up.” 1 Sam 2:6-7. I form the light and create darkness. I make peace and create evil, I the Lord do all these things. Isa. 45: 7.We have been created solely for the glory and pleasure of God. (Isa. 43:7, Rev.4:11) Our lives must therefore be a dedication to His honor and glory. Humble yourself therefore, and God will exalt you, worship God and He will remain your stronghold and fortress, obey Him and thou shall make your ways prosperous; keep His Commandments and accept Jesus into your live and you will become a friend of God. 
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